


IRONBRIDGE POWER STATION LIAISON GROUP MEETING
WEDNESDAY 9th JULY 2025, 2PM HARWORTH SITE

MINUTES
1. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES
a) Present:
Claire Wild, former Shropshire Councillor - CHAIR
Cllr Susan Coleman, Shropshire Councillor, Severn Valley Ward
Sue Jones, (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) -SECRETARY
Tim Hurdiss, Director of Midland Operations (Harworth)
Gemma Lawley, Developing Highways Manager (Shropshire Council)
Louise Evans, Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council)
Stephanie Spears, Project Manager (Harworth)
Jill Grainger, (Buildwas Parish Council)
Simon Heath (Buildwas Parish Council)
Soraya Hemming (Graduate surveyor, Harworth)
Victoria Todd (Chair- Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council)

b) Apologies:
 Mark Thorn (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council); Rob Wilcox (Buildwas Parish Council); Rachel Jones (Buildwas Parish Council).

2. INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR
Claire Wild welcomed all to the meeting.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON MARCH 26th 2025
The Minutes were approved by all present.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MARCH MINUTES
A Table of Actions had been produced and discussed during the meeting.

5. HIGHWAYS/TRAFFIC

I. Update on works on main entrance to the Site off the A4169 Much Wenlock Road.
I. Stephanie Spear told the Group that the works for this junction are complete. A safety audit is to be done and sent to Shropshire Council.
II. Gemma Lawley asked that any concerns or feedback on the technical side be sent to Shropshire Council. The junction was working well.
III. Stephanie Spear said that the shield put on the lighting at the junction was not Highways usual standard. If it turns out to be the correct shield then its not doing its job and an alternative will be sought.
IV. There have been complaints about the water supply to residents further up the Wenlock Road during the Junction works. Not all residents are on Severn Trent supply. Care needs to be taken with the private water pipes when the Southern Roundabout works begin and more communication with residents required.
II. Update on Buildwas Bank Roundabout. Final Plans to include landscaping and timing of work.
I. Simon Heath stated that the recent works outside his property by National Grid had caused him many problems. Parked vehicles and unmanned traffic lights had caused chaos. On many occasions there were no people on Site. The lights were supposed to be manned 24 hours a day. Stephanie Spear did complain about this to National Grid. 
II. The signage to warn of the National Grid works down Buildwas Bank was initially inadequate. Queues of traffic in peak times were all the way up Buildwas Bank past the 40mph sign with little warning of the roadworks ahead. There were complaints to Shropshire Council and the situation was resolved with National Grid installing more Roadworks signs. 
III. Stephanie Spears told the Group that Severn Trent and Open Reach would be working at the Junction next. Clearance of vegetation would be needed to make room for the works. Most would be on the Leighton side of the junction. Clearance of trees should be starting in a week’s time to facilitate the Severn Trent work. The changing levels for the new roundabout also mean that some vegetation will need removal. Newline are to start working on the roundabout starting 22nd September 2025.
IV. Gemma Lawley said Landscaping plans have been produced to show what needs to be achieved planning wise. The design of the roundabout is still ongoing along with the landscaping. Common sense and safety will be part of the discussions. 
V. Simon Heath was concerned that the different plans for the roundabout didn’t agree with each other in terms of landscaping. He is concerned that his privacy and noise reduction from the current shrubs and trees could be affected if too much vegetation is cut back. He is particularly concerned with his boundary hedge and whether it needs cutting back. He stated he wanted at least 5ft width of boundary hedge left if it has to be cut back. He wanted clarification as to what exactly is going to be coming out or cut back. He has been putting up with a lot of inconvenience during the roadworks and feels it is unfair that he is not consulted on something that may affect his property.
Action -Tim Hurdiss told the Group that he wanted it clear in the Minutes that Harworth would put together a plan for discussion. This Plan would show the final position of the roundabout and landscaping including what hedges are to be removed. This would happen ASAP.  Tim would take this plan to Simon Heath and clarify position so he and Simon could sign if off. There will be no ambiguity.
111. Update on Buildwas School car park
I. Louise Evans told the Group that Richard Williams from Shropshire Council was looking into this request from the Parish Council to receive the funding (£20,000) that Harworth have given for the school car park. Currently it is with the Education Department. Richard is looking for a transfer agreement to be set up.
II. Cllr Susan Coleman said that the clerk at Buildwas Council would need some help with the design and implementation of the car park. Claire Wild suggested that Parish Councillor Rob Wilcox be consulted.
III. Victoria Todd asked why the money was being spent putting in a new car park when a new school on the Harworth Site was to be built. 
Claire Wild stated that parking was a big problem for local residents and needed sorting urgently. 
Tim Hurdiss told the Group that there is a 106 agreement to either pay away or deliver the new school by 31st August 2028 or 450th unit occupied.

IV. Update on Leighton Traffic Calming Measures
Gemma Lawley had looked into the questions raised by LEC Parish Council regarding the Traffic Calming Measures to be delivered by Harworth:
a) The 40mph buffer zone that is not currently on the plans, but agreed verbally, will be delivered. It should be implemented at the same time as the Traffic Calming Measures although not part of them. The application has gone through technical and the transport team are to be consulted.
b) The widening of the white lines edging the carriageway requested is not approved on safety grounds. It may encourage people to walk in the road.
c) Cattle crossing signs will be implemented but not the flashing signs requested due to costs.
d)  The timescales for delivery are to be agreed but the intention is for the work to be delivered as part of the Buildwas Bank roundabout works. There is a possibility the implementation will not be until the new year due to Xmas holidays, weather, etc. but it will definitely be completed before the end of the financial year in March 26.

V.  Quality data, road sweeping and dust suppression
1. Claire Wild told the group that there have been complaints regarding the dust from local residents. 
2. Stephanie Spears told the Group that there are 6 air monitoring stations around the Site and air monitoring data is collected continuously 24 hours a day. Unfortunately, due to the hot weather, the pond used to extract water, which is used to reduce dust, has run out. Some water extraction from the river, under license from the Environment Agency, has been allowed but limited. Misting used to happen multiple times a day but now reduced to 2 or 3 times a day.  Harworth appreciates its bad at the moment. Unfortunately, the very low water levels everywhere means that Harworth have not been allowed to extract enough water to supress the dust. 
3. Simon Heath asked at what point work stops. The road dust is a huge problem from vehicles leaving the Site. 
4. Louise Evans stated that complaints have to be investigated before enforcement action to stop works takes place and this takes a long time. It is better to have dialogue and understanding. Harworth are being reasonable but if complaints keep happening over a long time period then enforcement might step in.




VI. Other Highways issues
a) Vegetation covering road signs particularly on Buildwas Bank was discussed. 
Gemmal Lawley told the Group that Andy Oliver from Shropshire Council was looking into it. It is part of a rolling programme of works. If there are specific problems they should be put on ‘Fix my Street’.
Victoria Todd said that the vegetation covering signs on Buildwas Bank was appalling and Shropshire Council should have a road safety conscience.
Claire Wild stated that Buildwas Bank was a priority. There should be a matrix for prioritising work around the County.
b) Jill Grainger stated that the entrance to Buildwas Abbey has suffered during the white lining which ended with the entrance being blocked. She asked for a ‘Keep Clear’ sign to be put in place. Also, someone had reversed into the Buildwas Abbey sign and left it wonky. This needs to be repaired.  
Gemma Lawley said ‘keep clear’ markings could not be put in place for now. They would have to wait for further works to be completed.
c) Planting by the main entrance was discussed. The landscaping scheme has nearly been approved. Copies of the scheme had been sent to the residents living opposite the main entrance.
Action- Stephanie Spears to send a copy of planting scheme to Susan Coleman
Tim Hurdiss told the Group that the land by the main entrance slopes down. Harworth would like to build up the slope and take charge of managing the ground and landscaping.  A landscape architect has come up with a planting scheme with hardy, low maintenance plants. Formal consent needs to take place as it is currently Shropshire Council land.  It is hoped planting will take place in the planting season.
d) Susan Coleman reported a complaint from a local resident about the scruffy state his drive had been left in by the workers. A lamppost had also been removed, as it was in the wrong place, and the gap left was not tarmacked.
Action- Gemma Lawley would look into this and report back.

e) Cllr Susan Coleman reported that a complaint had been received about the noise from the Site. Noise starting at 7.15am. 
Action- Stephanie Spears would look into the parameters of the planning permission and see whether this falls out of the agreed timeframe for works.

f) Southern Roundabout. A discussion needs to take place regarding what is happening with Rachel Jones who lives opposite. 
Action -Harworth and Shropshire Council to hold a meeting to discuss the plans with Rachel.

6. Planning Update
· Shropshire Council
Louise Evans from Shropshire Council stated that she was disappointed with the information received from the developers of the Phase 2b houses.  Particularly regarding materials to be used. 

· Harworth
Documents around Reserved Matters and amendments to the Masterplan for Phase 2 B are being discussed with the developers and Harworth. Harworth as well as Shropshire Council want to maintain quality. 
Regarding the Sand and Gravel application, an application of variation is in at the moment. The 2 phases will include process and storage. Stephanie Spear said the JPE Quarry is designated an SSSI (Area of Special Scientific Interest) which has restricted how much can be stored on site. The sand cannot be sold due to its poor quality and is being used as fill on site. The sand and gravel deposits only contain 10% gravel so nothing much to sell.

7. Any other business
· Update on Open Spaces - Harworth
1. The application for the pavilion for the sports pitch is being sent to Planning soon. The design is being finalised.
2. There are ongoing discussions to look at access arrangements and the footpath link to the Severn Way. 
3. The Public Open Space isn’t open yet due to a drain blocking the car park. When open, an ANPR camera will be in use to monitor the car park charges. 
4. Eventually, there will be 9 lecterns showing the history of the site and a bench will be made out of some of the trees from the site.
5. Harworth or a management company will manage the open spaces and the sports pitches may be gifted to the Parish or a sports club. Harworth welcome conversations about that.
· Communication with residents
A) Claire Wild stated that there had been complaints that communication with residents is not good enough. Residents need to be informed on road closures, road works, etc.
B) Harworth stated they regularly update their website and send a leaflet out every few months.
C) Gemma Lawley stated that Newline were in charge of recent works and should have written to all residents informing them of any road closure. 
D) The group was told Newline had to stop white lining due to bad weather but didn’t inform residents when they came back 10 days later to close the road for 1 night to complete the white lining.
E) Claire Wild asked that residents get shown positions of lighting so they are not shocked when the lights go in and ‘street works’ should send notice in writing, when resident’s access is to be restricted.
F) Sue Jones asked whether a timeline of works could be sent to Parish Councils so that they could inform residents in their Parishes. The last National Grid works up Buildwas Bank caused many problems. She also asked Gemma Lawley whether the 40mph temporary speed limit could be moved further back up Buildwas Bank. The traffic queues at peak times went way beyond the 40mph limit. Very dangerous to have a stationary queue of traffic in a 60mph limit.
Action- Gemma Lawley would look into moving the speed limit. Telford and Wrekin Council would have to be consulted. Gemma would also look at a communications strategy to let Parish Council’s know what is happening.
· VLR Update
Tim Hurdiss told the Group that Condition 24 was to be submitted imminently. There is now a lease agreed with National Rail for the track bed. The Department of Transport have agreed funding will be available from mid- August. The accommodation of the station is being looked and facilities. There is an aspiration by the VLR company to have an Easter 2027 opening.
The train will have 3 or 4 stops to Madeley. There will not be a direct link to the mainline – but hopefully from Madely to the main line using a shuttle or parkway station. 

8. Date of the next meeting
Wednesday 24th September 2025, 10am Harworth Site.


Thanks were given to Claire Wild for all her hard work on the Liaison Group. The Group welcomed Cllr Susan Coleman as its new Chair.








