IRONBRIDGE POWER STATION LIAISON GROUP MEETING
WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 2026, 10AM ON SITE HARWORTH OFFICE

MINUTES
1. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES
a) Present:
Cllr Susan Coleman, Shropshire Councillor, Severn Valley Ward - CHAIR
Sue Jones (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) -SECRETARY
James Crow- National Director of Place (Harworth)
Nick Cox — Planning Manager (Harworth)
Claire Wild, former Shropshire Councillor (Severn Valley Ward)
Louise Evans- Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council)
Gemma Lawley- Developing Highways Manger (Shropshire Council)
Simon Heath - (Vice- Chair, Buildwas Parish Council)
Victoria Todd - (Chair-Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council)

b) Apologies:
Mark Thorn (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council)

2. INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR
Cllr Susan Coleman welcomed all to the meeting.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 28t JANUARY 2026 MEETING
The Minutes were approved by all present.
It has previously been approved that the Minutes will be sent around the Group and
agreed via email. This is to speed up communication to Parish Councils.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE JANUARY MINUTES
Landscaping of the main entrance
A complaint had been received at the January Liaison meeting regarding landscaping
of the Main Entrance. James Crow has confirmed that landscaping works will be
undertaken prior to the switch over of the entrances ( 250 Occupations) and post
approval of design.
Matters to be discussed under ‘Table of Actions’ Updates

5. ‘TABLE OF ACTION’ UPDATES
a) Vegetation blocking signs

i.  Victoria Todd said that there is little evidence of vegetation around the road
signs on Buildwas Bank being cut back. The ‘May’ was now blocking vision of
the 40mph signs. She showed photographs of the problem and stated how
annoyed and frustrated she was with Shropshire Council. She stated that the
vegetation further up Buildwas Bank in the Telford and Wrekin area was
maintained.

ii. Gemma Lawley confirmed that she reported the issue to the Shropshire
Council officers Graham Downes and Andy Oliver. Andy Oliver has placed an
order with Kier to strip back the vegetation. As of yet there was no confirmed
date. Gemma will contact Clir Coleman when she has a date for the works.



iii.  Claire wild suggested that this is a safety issue and needs escalating. She also

reminded the Group that the vegetation will not be able to be cut during bird
nesting season.

ACTION -ClIr Coleman would speak to the Clir David Vasmer the Highways Portfolio
holder to try and speed up action.

Victoria Todd mentioned that some roadworks signs west of Buildwas village are
still in place and needed removing.

Gemma Lawley stated that there had been some confusion as to which signs
needed removing. She had misunderstood which signs were being requested to
be removed and will now will take this back to Shropshire Council officers.

ACTION: Gemma Lawley to take comments from the back to Shropshire Council
Officers regarding signs left behind west of Buildwas village and removal of
vegetation on Buildwas Bank.

6. COMPLAINTS FROM RESIDENTS

A.

a)

b)

d)

Lights affecting local residents

Clir Coleman reported that there is still an ongoing problem with light from the
new street lights opposite the main entrance to the site affecting residents. She
asked when the new streetlight would be put in place so she could report back to
the residents affected.

James Crow confirmed that Harworth’s intention is still to amend the one
lamppost to a shorter lamppost. The work will be done alongside works on the
spine road through the site. Harworth are still finalising the spine road design
details and technical approval from Shropshire Council still needs to be in place.
No definitive date can be set but Harworth are keen to get on with the works once
all the approvals (Section 38) are in place. This is not a simple process but
Harworth are hopeful it will be later this summer.

Cllr Coleman asked whether the light could be changed sooner as upsetting
residents isn’t good.

James Crow re-affirmed that Harworth are guaranteeing to do the work. Working
on a highway needs appropriate procedures. He is working with Gemma and the
Team and will start as soon as possible.

Ongoing complaint regarding drainage

Louise Evans and Gemma Lawley confirmed that Shropshire Council have already
looked into this complaint and from an engineering point of view they do not think
the situation has been made worse by the works on the junction. Shropshire Council
will not be taking this further.

ACTION: Gemma Lawley to send an email to the complainant containing a definitive
report and copy Cllr Coleman



7.

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

g)

h)

HIGHWAYS/TRAFFIC

a) Update on Buildwas Bank Roundabout including speed limits

Gemma Lawley informed the Group that accident clusters are looked at annually by
Shropshire Council. Cluster sites are listed and concerns regarding these sites looked
into and mitigations sought. Dave Gradwell from Shropshire Council and WSP have
done an assessment of the Buildwas Bank Junction and are aware of the concerns
which they will take forward to look at what is needed.

Simon Heath asked officially for a copy of the road safety audit for the Buildwas Bank
Roundabout to take back to Buildwas Parish Council. He stressed that he had not
been informed of the latest plans that are now on the Planning Portal. He repeatedly
asks for information but nothing back. Simon complained that he was not consulted
regarding the latest drawings of the roundabout and he has spotted boundary issues.
These issues could have been prevented if he had been consulted first.

Louise Evans suggested that Simon put his issues with the design on the planning
Portal. She told the Group that this is the only planning development in Shropshire
where there is a Liaison Group as part of the planning approval. All details go through
the planning process where comments are taken into account.

Gemma Lawley described the different safety audits undertaken with the design of
the roundabout. The Section 278 process takes safety into account separate from
planning. There are 3 layers to check the safety of the design to make sure the design
is as robust and safe as possible.

James Crow stated that work on the roundabout would only start when all the details
are approved. He will then put out a press release when ready to start. He apologised
that the works were started before they should have. All points need to be finalised
and gone through planning process first. Once approved the plans will be installed as
per the plans.

Claire Wild and ClIr Coleman suggested that Simon should have had a ‘face to face’
meeting with the designers to avoid issues. Communication with residents needs
improving.

Simon Heath said his biggest concern with the proposed roundabout design was the
40mph speed limit on the corner of Buildwas Bank and the A4169 Much Wenlock
Road. This is why he would like to see the safety audit as he needs to be convinced
that that speed limit is safe.

Gemma Lawley stated that the design considerations are a long and drawn-out
process. She promised to share the safety audit details with Simon to take to
Buildwas Parish Council. Once the roundabout is built there would be 2 further safety
audits and any queries will be taken back to the experts. Shropshire Council road
safety teams have been on site to check details.

ACTION: 1) Gemma Lawley will share the road safety audits with Simon within a
month.



2) Gemma to talk to Telford and Wrekin Council regarding lowering speed limits
further back on Buildwas Bank for the new roundabout.

i) Simon Heath asked whether it was possible to see a 3D design of the roundabout to
show realistically what it would look like.

ACTION: James Crow to ask designers ADC whether a 3D Image can be sent to the
Group.

j) Simon Heath asked about the speed limit along Buildwas Road towards Ironbridge.
During peak times traffic builds up at the junction of the Much Wenlock Road. The
40mph speed limit needs to be taken further back to slow traffic for the junction.

k) Gemma Lawley agreed and suggested that the best solution would be for the speed
limit become permanent and extended right up to the Ironbridge speed limits. This
will involve Telford and Wrekin Council too.

ACTION: Gemma Lawley to speak to Telford and Wrekin about moving the 40mph
speed limit back along Buildwas Road towards Ironbridge and making it permanent.

[) Simon Heath asked about the commemorative tree that had been cut down in
preparation for the roundabout works. He has the Plaques that were by the tree and
a bench in storage. Was a replacement tree planned?

m) James Crow suggested that if a particular variety of tree was requested then to feed
this back to Harworth so it could be put on the landscaping plan.

b) Update on Leighton Traffic Calming Measures
Gemma Lawley and James Crow have been in discussions to see whether the
works to implement the Traffic Calming Measures can be separated from the
roundabout works to speed up delivery.

c) Other highway matters
All covered in update 7.1

8. PLANNING UPDATE

Discharge of conditions and current application

e Update from Shropshire Council
Simon Heath asked about CIL monies and when Buildwas can expect
payments. Buildwas would like to plan ahead and draw up designs to be
implemented at a later date when more monies become available.
Claire Wild asked whether the monies would be drip fed.
Louise Evans said the monies are paid annually. She suggested Buildwas
Parish Council contact the CIL team to find out how payments are made,
especially as CIL for Buildwas Parish Council is capped.

e Update from Harworth
Simon Heath asked whether there was potential for 4 storey properties on
site.
James Cox confirmed that the design code for phase 2 have shown that this
could be possible but he couldn’t see any housebuilder doing this.
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9. ANY OTHER BUSINES

e Update on Open Spaces
James Crow stated that ANPR cameras will are now installed. The first hour
will be free. The riverside park will be open after Easter.

e Pump house
James Crow stated that the Pump House was now watertight. Hopefully, in a
couple of years when more people move in, then an opportunity to use the
building will be explored. E.g. restaurant, Coffee shop. Until then it would not
be viable.

e Update on VLR
Harworth are not involved with the VLR and so didn’t have any information
for the Group.

10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Thursday 25™ June 10am on Site

Updates can now be received by using Benthall Grange website. See Below:
www.benthallgrange.co.uk where residents can ask to receive email updates.



http://www.benthallgrange.co.uk/

