THE PARISH OF LEIGHTON & EATON CONSTANTINE

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held at 7.00pm on 19 May 2026 at Eaton Constantine Village Hall

Present: Parish Councillors M Corrie, S Dawes, S Jones, M Thorn and Shropshire Councillor S
Coleman
Clerk: Lisa Harris

2 members of the public were present
1. Chair’s welcome
Councillor Thorn welcomed all to the meeting.
2. Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillors A Bain and W Vernon.
3. Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated.
It was proposed by Councillor Jones and seconded by Councillor Dawes and
Resolved (without opposition)

that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 May 2025 be accepted as a true
record.

The minutes were signed accordingly by the Chair.

4, Any items arising from previous minutes
None.
5. Annual Reports

CHAIR OF LEIGHTON & EATON CONSTANTINE PARISH COUNCIL

“Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council has 7 councillor seats. During 2025/26 the
membership comprised Malcolm Corrie, Sue Jones and Mark Thorn from Leighton; Mark
Budgen, Sue Dawes and Wayne Vernon from Eaton Constantine; and Alan Bain from
Garmston.

e The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Council Meeting were held on Tuesday
20 May 2025.

e Councillor Mark Thorn was elected Chair and Councillor Sue Jones was elected Vice Chair
at the Annual Parish Council Meeting in 2025.

e Full Council Meetings were also held on 15 July, 16 September, 18 November 2025 and 20
January, 3 March 2026.



Planning Matters

The Parish Council is a Statutory Consultee in planning matters within the Parish. The Parish
Council submits comments on planning applications when appropriate and these comments
are considered in any decision making. The final decision is taken by the Planning Officer or
the Planning Committee at Shropshire Council. For details of all planning decisions in our
parish visit the Shropshire Council Planning Portal at www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning .

. Former Ironbridge Power Station Redevelopment

The developer (Harworth PLC) has been progressing their work on this major site,
intending to ultimately build about 1000 homes on this former power station site.
During the past year.

Whilst a significant number of houses have now been built, only a few have been sold.
As building is determined by the number of houses sold, further development is
therefore currently on hold. As a result of this, and technical and legal issues, work on
the roundabout at the Buildwas Bank junction with the A4169 Much Wenlock Road has
been paused.

Similarly, the traffic calming measures that are to be implemented in Leighton have
been impacted.

Minutes of the liaison meetings can be viewed at:
https://www.leightonandeatonconstantineparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/leighton-
eaton-constantine-parish-council-15087/buildwas-power-station/

° Battery Energy Storage System above the A4169 Buildwas Bank

Whilst this major project is in another parish, Councillors were concerned about the
proposal for all HGVs to be routed along the B4380 and the Parish Council therefore
issued a formal objection. It is understood that as a result the planning consent
confirms that HGVs must be routed via an alternative route i.e. Buildwas Bank.

Financial Situation

Due to Shropshire Council’s ongoing financial pressures, the Parish Council has had to budget
for an increase in local services to make up for the reduced input by Shropshire Council. This
includes more minor maintenance and environmental activities (such as verge clearance and
repairing/cleaning road signs).

Highways

Shropshire Council’s budgetary issues have resulted in an impact on highway maintenance,
with increasing reports of potholes and other issues such as fly tipping and flooding. The Parish
Council does not have the authority (or resources) to deal with highway issues such as these,
but we lobby Shropshire Council where issues seem to be particularly severe.

Can we please encourage residents to continue reporting any issues along highways (for
example: potholes, flooding, fly-tipping) on www.fixmystreet.com. You can also see reports
made by others on this website. If you prefer you can telephone Highways Customer Services
on 0345 6789006.

Reports also continue to be raised about speeding in various locations across the parish, which
is consistently listed as the number one community concern in our feedback to authorities.


http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning
https://www.leightonandeatonconstantineparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/leighton-eaton-constantine-parish-council-15087/buildwas-power-station/
https://www.leightonandeatonconstantineparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/leighton-eaton-constantine-parish-council-15087/buildwas-power-station/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/

The Parish Council is very sympathetic to the issues and have therefore raised these on a
number of occasions over the years with Shropshire Council and West Mercia Police.

Despite individual motorists driving without due care and frequent unreported near misses,
the Parish Council has been advised by these authorities that the locations do not meet the
criteria to impose a reduced speed limit or introduce calming measures.

The Parish Council does not have the authority to introduce such measures unilaterally, but
after very careful consideration, a decision has been made to invest in five non-statutory signs
in Garmston and Upper Longwood. The Parish Council took the view that the investment was
justified and have looked to utilise reserves in order to reduce the financial impact on
residents. Details are now being agreed with Shropshire Council

Police Matters

West Mercia police provide local alerts and information about crime in local areas through
their website ‘Neighbourhood Matters’. To receive alerts and information please sign up at
www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk To make reports please contact the West Mercia Police via
the West Mercia Police website www.westmerciapolice.co.uk. Please dial 999 in an
emergency. For non-emergencies please dial 101. Our Parish is under the Shrewsbury Rural
East police area. To find out crime rates in our area please use www.police.uk website where
you can find the ‘crime map’ and details of crimes reported.”

MARK THORN
Chair, Leighton & Eaton Constantine Parish Council

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR THE SEVERN VALLEY

Shropshire Councillor Susan Coleman thanked the Parish Council for the welcome she has
received in her first year of office. There are seven parishes in the Severn Valley and she makes
every effort to attend all parish council meetings and as many community events as possible.
She does this to be a visible presence in her division and to keep abreast of local issues. She
wishes to be seen as your local councillor and not your local Conservative councillor as she
doesn’t feel that politics play a part in her efforts to support and serve the area. She has
helped with many issues raised by residents in the Severn Valley, including highways matters
and potholes. She advised that Shropshire Council’s financial position remains precarious. It
may borrow up to £193 million to help balance its budget for 2026/27 but this must be paid
back with interest amounting to £14 million. So difficult decisions still need to be made and it
is likely that some services will be further reduced. Councillor Coleman reiterated that she is
always happy to be contacted by parishioners if they think she may be able to help with a local
issue.

6. Parish Matters

Mr G Dawes spoke on behalf of Eaton Constantine Village Hall Committee. He advised that the
Annual General Meeting of Eaton Constantine Village Hall was scheduled to take place at
7.00pm on Monday 8 June. The Village Hall is heading for its one hundredth anniversary (in
January 2027) but sadly the lease only has two years left to run and currently it seems likely
that by the end of March 2029, Eaton Constantine will cease to have a village hall.
Parishioners are being encouraged to attend the AGM to receive the annual report and to
participate in a discussion on the future of the Village Hall. Councillor S Jones offered to
attend the AGM on behalf of the Parish Council.

The meeting closed at 7.51pm.



Chairman




