


IRONBRIDGE POWER STATION LIAISON GROUP MEETING
WEDNESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2025, 10AM HARWORTH SITE

MINUTES
1. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES
a) Present:
Cllr Susan Coleman- Chair, Shropshire Councillor, Severn Valley Ward
Sue Jones, (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) -SECRETARY
Tim Hurdiss, Director of Midland Operations (Harworth)
Gemma Lawley, Developing Highways Manager (Shropshire Council)
Louise Evans, Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council)
Stephanie Spears, Project Manager (Harworth)
Rachel Jones, (Buildwas Parish Council)
b) Apologies:
 Mark Thorn (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council); Simon Heath (Buildwas Parish Council); Jill Grainger (Buildwas Parish Council); Victoria Todd- (Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council)

2. INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR
Cllr Susan Coleman welcomed all to the meeting.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON July 9th 2025
The Minutes were approved by all present.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MARCH MINUTES
A Table of Actions had been produced and discussed during the meeting. This has covered matters arising.
5. ‘TABLE OF ACTIONS ‘UPDATES
See updated Table:

6. COMPLAINTS FROMLOCAL RESIDENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

I. Foliage around signs on Buildwas Bank is a problem. Gemma Lawley has spoken to Graham Downes from Shropshire Council Highways. He looked and didn’t think there was a problem. Gemma has looked herself again and sees the problem. She is now reporting back to Graham. She suggests that the situation is reported on ‘Fix My Street’.
II. Residents have complained about the lighting of the main entrance affecting their properties. For road safety the junction needs to be lit to highways standard. They cannot be removed. Mitigations to reduce the impact have not satisfied the residents. Harworth will work with Shropshire Council if a better solution can be found. 
Gemma Lawley said that residents could put in a Part 1 for claim loss of value to Shropshire Council.
Action : A meeting to be arranged with Harworth, Cllr Coleman, Gemma Lawley and residents to discuss.
III. There has been a complaint regarding the camber of the road by the main entrance.
Tim Hurdiss told the Group that there have been three incidents where lorries have spilt some of their loads. This should not happen. There is a Site Management Policy that waggons must be covered. It is not a problem with the road itself. If it keeps happening then those lorry drivers affected will be banned.
Stephanie Spear told the group that gravel rarely goes out of the site. Vehicles are required to have a wheel wash before leaving the site.
IV. Complaints had been received regarding recent works at the Buildwas Bank Junction by National Grid, Severn Trent and Open reach. There was frustration that at times there didn’t seem to be anyone there working. Residents were upset with traffic lights outside their property being left unmanned. 
Tim Hurdiss stated that Newline will be doing the works for the Roundabout installation and they will be under the control of Harworth, unlike the last contractors where they had no control. Newline have been told to be considerate to neighbours and if there are problems to give him a call. Newline will be dropping information leaflets into affected resident’s properties. 
Traffic lights are to be manned during peak times. E.g. school/work times. Whether the lights could be suspended in the evenings / weekends etc. is being looked into.
 Work will start on 29th September will take around 1 year.
Action: Tim Hurdiss to contact Andy Wilde at Shropshire Council to see if traffic lights can be suspended at weekends etc. If there any updates on the program he will let us know. 
Action: Sue Jones to send Tim Hurdiss Parish Council meeting dates so that updates from Newline can be given at meetings.
V. Simon Heath reported that lorries were clipping the central reservation of the main entrance leaving tyre marks. He questioned the design of the entrance. 
Gemma Lawley told the group that there should not be lorries turning right into the site from the Much Wenlock side of the junction. There is a routing agreement that lorries use Buildwas Bank only. The junction itself is bigger now than the temporary junction in place before. She said the junction is functioning well.
7.      HIGHWAYS/ TRAFFIC
· Update on Buildwas Bank Roundabout including traffic light operatives

a) Regarding traffic lights: See complaint 6. 1V above.
b) Simon Heath had been visited by Tim Hurdiss regarding landscaping around the Buildwas Bank Roundabout. They looked at the impact of removing vegetation from around Simon’s property.
c) The group was told that the geometry of the junction required some earthworks due to a section of around 20ft where there is a change in levels. 
d) The number of trees to be removed was to be minimised.

· Update on the Southern Roundabout
Work is due to start at the end of 2026 after Buildwas Bank Roundabout is finished. Some work may start in the field next to the road beforehand but not confirmed. 
Action: A site meeting with Rachel Jones, Shropshire Council and Harworth is to be organised.

· Update on Buildwas School Car Park
Shropshire Council is to make funds available in advance of works. 
Rachel jones told the group that a meeting with a contractor was arranged to get a quote for the work. 

· Update on Leighton Traffic Calming Measures
Gemma Lawley told the group that the work will start next spring and will be done at the same time as the Buildwas Bank Roundabout. When she has the dates from the contractor, Newline, she will let the Parish Council know.
Action : Gemma apologised for the delay in her replies to the Parish Council over the works and will schedule a site meeting with councillors in Leighton to finalise plans. 

· Other Highways issues
Gemma Lawley was to meet with ADC infrastructure regarding speed limits to finalise plans.

8. PLANNING UPDATE
Discharge of Conditions and current application
· Update from Shropshire Council planning officer Louise Evans

Phase 2B is under consideration and there are a lot of applications. Taylor Wimpey is now on Site.

· Update from Harworth

1. David Wilson has sold the first house which will be occupied in October. There is interest in several other houses. 
2. Environmental Monitoring Stations around the site are in place and information will be available to Councils if there are any complaints regarding dust levels. There are strict criteria and there will be inspections from an Environmental Protection Officer to look into dust and noise levels. Harworth have put in place extra water to damp down the dust levels next year. 





9. UPDATE ON PLAYING FIELDS

a) Tim Hurdiss informed the group that in the next couple of weeks the ‘Open Space’ will open to the public. It has been delayed due to drainage issues. It sits within the flood zone but actually does not flood. There will be a charge for parking.
b) Tim Hurdiss said an application for the re-use of the sports pitches is imminent. 3 Conditions relate to the sports pitches:
1. Details of drainage
2. Details of the types of sports and pavilion
3. Car parking and access.
They are 99% there now. There is a problem due to being in a flood zone. Harworth don’t want to effect ground levels so will work with what they have now. The access track will be where it is now. The budget in the 106 agreement is £700K which will provide much of the drainage, pavilion and car park (32 spaces).

The Sports pitches etc. will be managed by either a management company, sports club or Parish Council. These established groups can then apply for further grants from sporting associations.

Sports England is not a funding option as its criteria would cost in excess of £1m to raise ground levels to make the pitches flatter and install flood mitigations.
		
c) Tim Hurdiss said the Pavilion will be a modular building with 2 changing rooms and showers. Harworth has to get services to the site and drainage and water is a problem.

d) Tim Hurdiss told the group that consent for a spine road was in place. Junctions off this are being sorted. It is difficult as the spine road is higher than the access points to the residential plots. 

e) There are to be 100 houses near the sports pitches. Harworth is hoping for planning permission in the next month. 

10. BROADBAND AND MOBILE COVERAGE
A meeting with Ben Walker from Shropshire Council and a utilities consultant has taken place. An update from this meeting is being sought.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None noted

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 19th November 2025
Flowers were given to Stephanie Spear as thanks for all her work on the Liaison Group and best wishes as she goes on maternity leave.









