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LIAISON MEETING MINUTES 

	Project:
	Ironbridge 

	Date:
	16th October 2024

	Time:
	14:30 

	Venue:
	On Site 



	Attendees
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Niall Staines
	NS
	Cumming Management Group
	CMG

	Stephanie Spear
	SS
	Harworth Estates Investments Limited 
	HEIL

	Tim Hurdiss
	TH
	Harworth Estates Investments Limited
	HEIL

	Louise Evans
	LE
	Shropshire County Council
	SCC

	Jill Grainger
	JG
	Buildwas Parish Council
	BPC

	Gemma Lawley
	GL
	Shropshire County Council
	SCC

	Rachel Jones
	RJ
	Buildwas Parish Council
	BPC

	Rob Wilcox
	RW
	Buildwas Parish Council
	BPC

	Mark Thorn
	MT
	Leighton & EC Parish Council
	LPC

	Claire Wild
	CW
	Shropshire County Council
	SCC

	Rachel Mythen
	RM
	Harworth Estates Investments Limited
	HEIL

	Simon Heath
	SH
	Buildwas Parish Council
	BPC

	Victoria Todd
	VT
	Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council
	CHSPC




	 Additional Distribution:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Matthew Timmins
	MT
	Harworth Estates Investments Limited 
	HEIL

	Sue Jones
	SJ
	Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council
	LECPC

	Paul Davies
	PD
	Wroxeter and Uppington Parish Council
	WUPC




















	Item	
	
Actions

	1.0
	Introductions
	

	1.1
	All parties were formally introduced. 
	

	2.0
	Apologies
	

	2.1
	CW apologised on behalf of SJ who could not make today’s meeting due to illness and noted that Paul Davies is also absent. TH apologised on behalf of MT (HEIL) who could not attend due to being in another meeting.
	

	3.0
	Approval of the Minutes of the July meeting
	

	3.1
	CW queried whether all parties approved of the July meeting minutes, and everyone agreed that these reflected the conversations held.
	

	4.0
	Matters arising from the July Minutes
	

	4.1
	MT clarified that an action in AOB from the previous meeting involved MT and GL having a separate meeting, and MT confirmed that this has not happened yet. GL apologised for missing it.
	

	5.0
	Highways/Traffic
	

	5.1
	SH requested if there was an update on the latest design for Buildwas Bank, as his understanding was that ADC were going to be providing a more suitable design. GL confirmed that SCC and WSP have a meeting on Monday to review ADC’s latest pack of drawings. SH clarified that MT (HEIL) was going to ask ADC to review the potential for moving the island eastwards (towards Shrewsbury). SH also queried as to what is happening with the increased speed of the road around the corner of Buildwas Bank, in light of the widened angle (from 90 degrees to 45 degrees). GL confirmed that she would take this away and get WSP to look at it.
	

	5.2
	SS confirmed that the RSA has been completed, and that the position of the roundabout is in its most optimum position giving the existing constraints, but the designers (ADC) are looking to make the splitter islands smaller and include white lining to allow for a better turning circle into SH’s driveway.
	

	5.3
	SH enquired as to whether the new RSA captured the historic accident data. GL confirmed that SCC have commissioned their own RSA with WSP, and next Monday’s internal meeting with WSP will involve a further discussion of the findings from the RSA and this will feed into the design.
	

	5.4
	SH asked where the figures are, and that the currently modelling is wrong in his opinion. SH also queried that once the road is built and it does not work what happens then? GL confirmed that SCC will take on the monitoring of the road and will make adjustments as required.
CW confirmed that SS, MT (HEIL), SH, & GL are to meet up and discuss further offline.
	HEIL, SH, GL

	5.5
	GL confirmed that a 40mph temporary speed limit is in place on Buildwas Road (between Much Wenlock Road and the River Bridge access) as part of the HEIL traffic management works. GL acknowledged that the permanent speed limit on this section of road will be reviewed following the temporary 40mph speed limit, and may be permanently reduced from 60mph to 40mph if deemed appropriate by SCC.
	

	5.6
	MT advised that the Leighton traffic data in the planning application was rather thin and advised that the parish members do not feel the information is entirely true. GL stated that Jason Hughes (SCC) will review and confirm.
	

	5.7
	TH apologised about the recent issues noted on the site entrance from Much Wenlock Road, and SS confirmed that HEIL have spoken to the contractor (Newline) to avoid a repeat scenario. TH confirmed that Newline’s sign had been taken down, resolving that particular issue. TH clarified that 24/12/2024 is when the JPE’s licence expires but advised that there will still be JPE lorries about due to BDW and Newline deciding to use them, since they are a local company. However, TH emphasised that these lorry movements will not be associated with JPE’s quarry operation.

TH stated that JPE’s permission is to be extinguished, and RM confirmed that it has been drafted and is now with Mike Rigby (SCC).
	

	5.8
	SH queried if any more trees were being taken out for the MWR S278 and cottage demolition works. SS advised that the required tree removal for these works should now be complete. SS also confirmed that the cottage will be demolished next week.
	

	5.9
	CW noted about the possible inclusion of white boxes to facilitate resident access, GL confirmed that she would prefer ‘KEEP CLEAR’ white lining rather than hatched boxes. GL advised that there is a rolling programme of works, so any road marking to help ease the facilitation of resident access will need to be adaptable. 
	

	5.10
	CW sought an update concerning Buildwas Bank Roundabout, and SH noted that the new design has uncontrolled tactile crossing/paving but increasing the speed of the traffic onto a crossing does not seem sensible. SH queried whether the RSA took this health and safety concern into account. GL advised that the RSA looks at all aspects of traffic, WSP have checked their data and modelling and HEIL have also commissioned their own designer to undertake a separate RSA.

SH clarified that his concern centred on the traffic being sped up around the bend from Buildwas Bank to Much Wenlock Road. JG, advised that Buildwas residents are unlikely to cross over the road at that island/junction.
	

	5.11
	MT enquired as to whether there is a timeline of design for Buildwas Bank Roundabout. SS confirmed that works are due to next spring, and that the latest design will be presented at the next liaison meeting, where it will be large enough to be displayed on the board for all attendees to review. GL advised that the design for Buildwas Bank Roundabout will need to be finalised by the end of 2024, and that she wants minimal changes once the design has been fixed to avoid HEIL having to make significant changes.
	HEIL

	5.12
	GL stated that the construction of historic roundabout and mini roundabouts has not gone well by SCC, CW also noted that she has not been that impressed with the internal personnel (from SCC) reviewing measurements of those constructed in recent years. TH advised that HEIL will do a 2nd independent check of measurements for these works.
	HEIL

	5.13
	SH emphasised his point that the visibility for vehicles pulling out from the Ironbridge site has been reduced, and GL noted that she will have a separate meeting with SH to discuss his points further and talk through the RSA conclusions.
	SH, GL

	5.14
	GL raised whether the steps by Buildwas Bank roundabout are used regularly or not, as they’d been flagged as part of the road safety audit. JG, RJ, SH all confirmed that these steps were rarely used. 
	

	5.15
	RT asked whether the road signs could be cleared of vegetation as they are very overgrown. GL acknowledged that no further maintenance was planned, but would look into it.
	GL

	5.16
	GL flagged that some of the temporary speed limit signs are incorrect in Buildwas (saying national speed limit rather than 40). HEIL to get this amended as an urgent point. Buildwas parish council representatives also said that some of the signs are difficult to see due to overgrown vegetation (as per point 5.15). SS to liaise with GL to see if HEIL can arrange for localised vegetation clearance around the temporary signs to make them easier to see.
	HEIL

	6.0
	Planning Update
	

	6.1
	RT asked TH about when the playing fields would be opened to the public and who would own them going forward, HEIL or SCC. TH discussed the constraints that HEIL are working with regarding the parking, and that ownership is still being decided between HEIL and SCC. RT expressed frustration that the locals get all of the negative traffic implications of the development, but none of the benefits. TH acknowledged that HEIL want to get the playing fields open as soon as practicable, and that the POS area (comprising the former golf course) should be opened to the public in Spring 2025.
	

	6.2
	SH asked LE about what the local parish councils can do to get the S73 application for the S&G extraction rejected at Committee in November. LE explained that the rail line isnt viable. TH discussed how the viability assessment was made originally, and that we are using as much S&G as possible on the wider site to reduce the amount going off by road. MT asked who wasn’t playing ball regarding the rail. TH explained that it’s Network Rail who cannot commit to the upgrade works required to the Albert Edward Bridge. TH also explained that VLR is still an option as rail improvements cost significantly less for this to come forward.
	

	7.0
	Any Other Business
	

	7.1
	CW asked HEIL what mitigation we are providing to local residents to reduce impact, as it is upsetting and significant for some people. TH confirmed that HEIL were to meet the Gough’s (at Crossings Cottage) next week, and that a meeting with James Kelly was being arranged immediately after. 
	

	7.2
	TH explained that a draft of the HEIL newsletter is being circulated internally, and is due for issue in the next fortnight. Parishes acknowledged that it would be good to be included as a flyer in Under the Wrekin and the Wenlock Herald, in addition to the Benthall Grange website.
	

	7.3
	TH provided an update regarding the purchase of some land from Homes England which will allow for a footpath connection through Benthall Woods into Ironbridge. 
	

	7.4
	VT asked about whether the Extra Care Facility and where it was proposed on the development. TH explained that it is likely to be placed within Phase 4, near the Local Centre, which is currently being looked at.
	

	8.0
	Date & Time of Next Meeting
	

	8.1
	TBC by HEIL – sometime in December.
	




NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:-
These minutes record Cumming Group’s understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising there from.  Your agreement that the minutes form a true record of the discussions will be assumed unless adverse comments are received in writing within five days of receipt of these minutes.
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