Minutes of the Ironbridge Power Station Redevelopment Liaison Group 
Meeting Tuesday 25th July 2023
1. Present and apologies
Present: 
Claire Wild – Shropshire Councillor (Severn Valley Division), Chair of Liaison Group
Paul Davies - Wroxeter and Uppington Parish council
Mark Thorn - Vice-Chair, Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council
Jill Grainger - Buildwas Parish Council
Louise Evans - Principal Planning officer, Shropshire Council
Didi Kizito - Planning Officer, Shropshire Council
Tabitha Lythe – Planning and Development Services Manager, Shropshire Council
Victoria Todd – Chair, Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council
Steve Lewis-Roberts – Pegasus Planning
Stephanie Spear – Project Surveyor, Harworth
Claire Biddle – Head of Planning, Harworth
Matt Timmins – Project Director, Harworth
Gemma Lawley – Developing Highway Manager, Shropshire Council
Rachel Mythen – Development Planner, Harworth
Lorraine Pratt – Chair, Buildwas Parish Council
Rachel Jones – Buildwas Parish Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]Simon Heath – Vice Chair (Buildwas Parish Council)
Tim Hurdiss – Director of Midland Operations, Harworth
Sue Jones – Chair, Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council
Apologies:
Dan Thomas - Much Wenlock Town Council, Shropshire Councillor     (Much Wenlock Division)
Elaine Parton – Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council
2. Introduction by Chairman
Cllr Claire Wild welcomed all to the meeting.



3. Approval of Minutes from the March Meeting
The group was asked to approve the Minutes of the meeting on Friday 3rd March 2023.
Action – All agreed. 

4. Matters arising from the March Minutes
Matters would be discussed in appropriate sections further in the meeting.
5. Highways/ Traffic Update
Update on implementation of VAS signs on A4169 and B4380
Gemma Lawley told the Group that Harworth have transferred the money to Shropshire council for the VAS signs. The signs are on order and hopefully will be implemented as soon as possible, but realistically in 2 to 3 months. Jason Hughes, Lighting and Traffic Signals Commissioner from Shropshire Council, is aware of the urgency and will deliver as soon as possible. 
Roads and Junctions near the Ironbridge Site
· T junction A4169 and B4380 Buildwas Bank
There was a discussion on the safety of the road junctions, in particular, the T junction of the A4169 Much Wenlock road and the Buildwas Bank. Simon Heath stated that there have been many accidents recently and residents are very worried about how dangerous the junction is now let alone when construction on the Ironbridge Site starts. It was requested that something be done now before the roundabout is built. 
Claire wild suggested a speed camera be implemented on Buildwas Bank to change driver behaviour in advance of construction of the roundabout. Data could be collected by the camera which would be useful. It was noted that the building of 180 properties is the trigger point for the construction of the roundabout.
Matt Timmins discussed the construction of the roundabout at Buildwas Bank and T junction towards Ironbridge and suggested that both works take place with one contractor. This would mean one management company would control diversions, traffic flows, bus routes etc. The Group agreed this was a good idea. Work should start around September 2024. Matt took on board the road safety concerns and said he would discuss staged implementation. 
Gemma Lawley stated that there is a lot of detail still to be discussed with Shropshire Council Highways, Telford and Wrekin Highways and the police regarding diversions, traffic management and risk assessments.
Action – Gemma Lawley is to organise a meeting on site with Buildwas Parish Council; Dave Gradwell , Traffic Engineer from Shropshire Council; Graham Downes , Shropshire Highways Maintenance Manager and possibly a separate meeting with Rod Lake representing the Police to look and see what can be done to improve road safety. 
B4373 Buildwas Road from T junction with A4169 towards Ironbridge
The safety of the B4373, Buildwas Road from the junction with the A4169 towards Ironbridge was discussed. At present, this road is the main access onto the development site. Simon Heath stressed that a speed limit is really needed on this road and that the roadside hedges needed cutting back. It was also pointed out by Jill Grainger that the Severn Way ends up on this road and pedestrians need somewhere to walk. 
Action – It was decided that a review of hedges was needed so see who was responsible for the hedge cutting. 
Gemma Lawley noted the concerns and would continue to monitor the road. At present there is no plan to reduce the speed limit on this road. 
6. Planning Update – Discharge of Conditions and Current Application
· Update from Shropshire council
Tabitha Lythe updated the Group. Louise Evans would replace Grahame French as Principal Planning Officer in the Southern Team. She would be working with Harworth and builders Barratt on the reserved matters. The key documents are the Design Code and the Phasing Plan.
 If Parish Councils have any questions regarding the planning application please contact Louise Evans. There are many documents on the planning portal which make it difficult to find information. Future submissions of Conditions will be placed on the planning portal in smaller packages to be easier to find.
The Design Code in the Outline Planning Permission (Condition 5) was not agreed before Barratt put in their building designs to Planning. There were no pre- application discussions with Barratt as the Design Code wasn’t agreed. Discussions will now take place between the Planning Department and Barratt and amendments to Barratt’s designs will be needed. A more bespoke design is required for this Site and not the standard pack design that has been submitted.
Claire Wild pointed out that there is a Supplimentary Planning Document for the World Heritage Site of Ironbridge and Barratt’s designs should not conflict with this document.
Tabitha said it is not too late to comment as consultation on the Design Code is out now. She suggested Buildwas Parish Council send their comments in writing as soon as possible and before any amendments to Barratt’s designs are agreed. She also suggested Buildwas Parish Council also ask Barratt to meet them to discuss their concerns.  Community engagement is welcome. 
Once amendments have been made to the Barratt’s application there will be another round of consultations, probably starting in September.
· Update from Harworth 
Harworth are the master developers of the Site. This means that they obtained the original outline planning consent and are responsible for discharging the various conditions including the Design Code. Harworth will retain overall control of the Site until completion. Harworth do not build the homes, they enter into agreement with a developer to build out each phase on the Site. This means that different phases are built by different developers. The developer is then responsible for obtaining detailed planning consent on each phase. The first phase is being developed by Barratt homes. Barratt put their detailed application, including design, in for Phase One before the Design Code for the entire Site, submitted by Harworth in the Outline Application, had been approved.
7. Update on the Recreational Land
There was a discussion regarding the use of the recreational land. The good news is Harworth have put forward £640k towards the project and would like to get on with it as soon as possible. Tim Hurdiss stated that to meet Sport England’s expectations there would have to be major earth works. This would be prohibitively expensive as there is only a set amount of money. There needs to be an agreement on what to spend the money on. It is an opportunity to do something good for the whole community.
 Quite a few local clubs are keen to use the site. The clubhouse facility should be for multi-use and not one particular sport. It should be approved before 250th house is built on the site and implemented by 400th property.
It was agreed that the pitches should be used as soon as possible so that people get to know what sort of clubhouse is needed. Tabitha Lythe stated that this would not be a problem as long as highways movements and safety are approved.
Action - Discussions with Shropshire Council will take place as how best to spend the money. What is suitable and what is included. A plan can then be put together to deliver the sports facilities.

8. Update on sand and gravel work
Tim Hurdiss stated that the sand and gravel extraction is a few years away. Network Rail, who own the Albert Edward Bridge, do not have the repair work needed in their Capital Programme until years 24-29. It is conditioned that 75% of the sand and gravel extracted from the Site be removed by rail so the delay in bridge repairs is a real blow.
Action -Claire Wild has been in discussions with Phillip Dunne MP to lobby Network Rail for early completion of the bridge works. Harworth, Phillip Dunne MP, the leader of Shropshire council and Mark Barrow, Director of Place, are all working together on this problem. 
9. Any Other Business
· Tim Hurdiss will send out a newsletter once the VAS signs are implemented. It was agreed that quarterly updates would be a good idea. Harworth will also put together a paragraph and a link to their website to go in Under the Wrekin and other local magazines.

· Buildwas Parish Councillors asked about CIL payments and when they would receive any monies. They were told that CIL payments are triggered once building takes place and they would not be handed over until they are collected by Shropshire Council. 
Claire Wild asked whether Shropshire Council could help Buildwas Parish Council draw up the schemes that are allowable under CIL and deliverable. She asked if some monies could be released in advance to help achieve this. This would be looked into.

· Matt Timmins told the Group about a local school visit from the Buildwas Acadamy to the Site. He showed a video of the school children having a wonderful time and hopefully inspiring some of them to take up careers in the construction industry. It was sad to hear that other local schools did not respond to the invitation to visit the Site. Harworth want to reach out to the local community to leave a positive footprint and be a good neighbour.

· Gemma Lawley gave Sue Jones copies of the plan drawings for the Traffic Calming measures for Leighton to take away and discuss with Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Councillors.
Action: Gemma Lawley is to contact Sue Jones to arrange a site meeting in Leighton to discuss the Traffic Calming plans.


10.  Date of the next meeting - Probably October but to be confirmed.
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