IRONBRIDGE POWER STATION LIAISON GROUP MEETING
WEDNESDAY 26TH MARCH 2025, 2PM HARWORTH SITE

MINUTES
1. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES
a) Present:
Claire Wild, Shropshire Councillor (Severn Valley Division) CHAIR
Sue Jones, Vice-Chair (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) SECRETARY
Tim Hurdiss, Director of Midland Operations (Harworth)
Gemma Lawley, Developing Highways Manager (Shropshire Council)
Louise Evans, Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council)
Stephanie Spears, Project Surveyor (Harworth)
Jill Grainger, Buildwas Parish Council
Simon Heath (Buildwas Parish Council)
b) Apologies:
Victoria Todd (Cressage Parish Council); Mark Thorn (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council); Rachel Mythen, Development Planner (Harworth); Rob Wilcox (Buildwas Parish Council); Paul Davies (Wroxeter Parish Council); Rachel Jones (Buildwas Parish Council).

2. INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR
a) Claire Wild welcomed all to the meeting.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 22ND 2025 MEETING
a) The Minutes were approved by all present.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE JANUARY MINUTES
a) It was decided that matters arising from the last meeting would be covered during the discussions of matters on the current Agenda.

5. HIGHWAYS/TRAFFIC

a) Update on works on main entrance to the Site off the A4169 Much Wenlock Road
I. Lighting
Gemma Lawley told the Group that lighting at a traffic junction has to be of a specific height. The lights can have shields put on them and the lighting focussed to reduce splay. This will help reduce the impact on local resident’s properties. It’s a balance between safety and impact on residents. 
II. Ecology
Gemma Lawley stated that there is a valid concern regarding the environmental impact of the lighting from local residents. This is a separate issue outside the planning consent already agreed. 
Action: Environmental impact will now be considered and mitigations sought but safety will be paramount.
III. The Chair asked if lighting will be placed by the entrance to the Caravan Park which is close to the proposed Buildwas Bank Roundabout. Lighting here could possibly impact on local residents. There is a need to pre-empt concerns.
IV. Gemma Lawley stated that construction of the Buildwas Bank Roundabout has priority over the road-space. Any works to the road junction to the Caravan Park will be done at a later date. Currently there is no 278 Application for any such works.

b) Update on Buildwas Bank Roundabout
I. Gemma Lawley stated that the position of the roundabout cannot change from its original position. The minor design parameters are still ongoing but the position of the centre of the roundabout is deemed to be in the correct position. Gemma explained from safety audits done by WSP and an independent road safety team have confirmed that the design and position is the safest and best option. The design has now gone to a further independent office to check thoroughly for safety and sign off. 
II. Simon Heath said he would have liked the roundabout to have been moved west a few metres to have less impact on his property. Stephanie Spears also stated that Harworth looked into moving the position westward 18 months ago so that they wouldn’t have to divert cables on the east side. After many meetings it was decided that the position was optimum and couldn’t be moved.
III. Gemma Lawley confirmed that any change in position would have to go back through several teams and all the audits for safety. Moving it is not a realistic possibility. 
Action: Tim Hurdiss asked for a written analysis of why the roundabout has to be in the position stated. It was agreed that this would be a good idea by all present.
IV. Landscaping was discussed. Simon Heath asked whether the greenery coming down Buildwas Bank near his property would be removed. He is concerned that removing shrubs/ trees would open up his property too much. He also asked about the land levels and how these can be changed without removing greenery.
Gemma Lawley stated that she did not know the intricate details of the landscaping, however, it will be looked at. If the land belongs to Shropshire Highway’s then screening of Simon’s property will be part of the plan.
V. The Chair asked if there was a 10-year maintenance plan agreed and trees replaced if they die. She also suggested that smaller, younger trees be planted instead of older, larger trees which will not establish as well. Lousie Evans confirmed that normally there is a 5- year maintenance plan. 
Action: Shropshire Council’s Tree Officer, Martin Sutton to advise.
VI. Action: Stephanie Spears said she would look at obtaining a 3D vision of the roundabout to show how it will look once built. Tim Hurdiss stated that 
Harworth will also take on looking at the landscaping for mitigation of the impact of the road design. The drawings will be shared. All agreed this would be useful.
VII. Jill Grainger asked about the Memorial Plaque. Would it be removed?
Action:  Tim Hurdiss suggested that the Memorial Plaque be noted on the landscape drawings.
VIII. Sue Jones asked about the speed limit on the Buildwas Road which has a temporary 40mph limit during construction. Would this be made permanent? 
Gemma Lawley stated that it would have to go through Telford and Wrekin Council too, but as its working well, it is hopeful it could be made permanent.
IX. Sue Jones asked if there will be a permanent VAS sign on Buildwas Bank. Gemmal Lawley confirmed that the speed limit of 40mph will be moved out further along Buildwas Bank and enforced with a VAS sign.

c) Update on Buildwas School Car Park

a) The Chair asked about speeding up the delivery of the new car park for Buildwas School. £20,000 had already been earmarked and paid for by Harworth back in 2022. Why has there been no movement on this? She suggested that Harworth get refunded and build the car park themselves to speed up delivery. 
b) Gemma Lawley stated that the money had gone to Education. Unless there was an overwhelming need for the work it should stay with Shropshire Council.
c) Tim Hurdisss was concerned with Harworth taking on the construction due to Health and Safety issues. It would need a legal agreement. He stated that the money for the car park had been paid quickly to Shropshire Council, along with paying for the VAS signs, Harworth have paid out £48,000.
Action: Louise Evans would look into where the money has been allocated. Andy Wilde from Shropshire Council would be given these funds to directly spend on the car park.
d) Simon Heath asked about CIL monies and how Buildwas Council could access them and use them. He stated that there was the possibility using CIL for implementation of a ‘School Building Community Asset’. This would be an asset for use of the whole Buildwas community in perpetuity.
e) The Chair stated that Buildwas Council should get help and proper advice on how to use their CIL funds. She suggested someone walks round Buildwas with the Parish Council to see what is possible and what it will cost. Place Plan Officers are no longer an option for help. Gemma Lawley suggested that if Highways options are being considered then Dave Gradwell could advise. She suggested using Shropshire Council Officers. Andy Wilde would be a good person to contact too as he would get the work done quickly.
d) Update on Leighton Traffic Calming
a) Tim Hurdiss confirmed that as soon as the plans for the traffic calming measures are confirmed then they can be implemented, even though the legal agreement stated that they are not due until the occupation of 180th property. Cllr Jones thanked him for this.
Action: Derek Buchannon from Shropshire Council to look at them and confirm details. Gemma Lawley to finalise these details with Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council as soon as possible.
        e)	Other Highways issues
There were none discussed.

6. Planning Update
a) Louise Evans from Shropshire Council outlined the current two planning applications.
b) Discharge of conditions application is being looked at by Calvin Hall. Harworth confirmed that two applications have gone in; the first relating to how the mineral is worked (e.g. in 2 phases not 4), and the second relating to proposed mineral processing in the JPE quarry. This is likely to be done via dry screening. Harworth want to do this so that they can remediate Phase 4 (the former coal stock yard) which will enable the delivery of the Local Centre and Assisted Affordable Living. Harworth confirmed that the processing in JPE should not be any louder than the formerly consented operation (just sieving gravel, not crushing concrete). Harworth confirmed that the quarry would eventually be backfilled with sand and gravel from Phase 5.

7. Any other business
a) The Chair asked wither Harworth, Buildwas Parish Council and Shropshire could work together to come up with a way of working together to help delivery of some items in Buildwas, for example, helping with scoping or costing some of the work. 
Action: Harworth suggested that Buildwas Parish Council get a ‘wish list’ together of what they would like to deliver, to then discuss with Harworth to see how they can help. 
b) Action: The Chair proposed to write to Andy Begley to confirm that Paul Nutting signed a letter stating that the existing Buildwas school building would be handed over to Buildwas Parish Council after the school relocated to the new development. 
8. Date of the next meeting
Mid June 2025




