Ironbridge Power Station Liaison Group Meeting Minutes
Date: 25 June 2026

Location: Online via Teams

1. Present and Apologies
Present:
Cllr Susan Coleman, Shropshire Councillor, Severn Valley- Chair
Sue Jones, (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) – Secretary
Victoria Todd, (Cressage, Sheinton and Harley Parish Council)
Gemma Lawley, (Highways Development Control (Shropshire Council)
Mark Thorn, (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council – Chair)
Louise M Evans, (Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council)
James Crow- National Director of Place (Harworth), 
Claire Wild, former Shropshire Councillor (Severn Valley)
Apologies
Simon Heath
Rachel Jones
2. Introduction by Chair

Susan Coleman opened the formal meeting shortly after 10.05am, welcomed attendees and noted that Teams was the preferred option on this occasion due to the very hot weather. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 25th March 2026 March Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 25th March were approved and matters arising were considered.

4. Matters Arising from the March Minutes

a) Vegetation cutting back: Victoria Todd confirmed that she was very pleased to see the vegetation cutting back works carried out by Ben Bowen Brothers. The group agreed that the work had been needed and should be kept on top of in future years.
b) Temporary signs: The group discussed temporary signage near Buildwas. It was noted that some signs had been removed, but at least one sign remained. Gemma Lawley agreed to chase this up.
c)Drainage complaint: It was noted that Gemma had not yet sent the complainant an email containing the definitive report and copy documentation. Gemma agreed to take this forward as an action.
d)Road safety audits: Gemma confirmed that the road safety audits had not yet been shared with Simon Heath, but that she had an email ready to send him offering a meeting if he had queries. She would copy in Susan, Louise and James.

5. Highways/Traffic

Update on Buildwas Bank roundabout including safety audits 
a) Gemma Lawley explained that Buildwas Bank had previously been identified as an accident cluster but had not originally been taken forward because of the proposed roundabout works. Due to delays with the roundabout, Shropshire Council would now intervene where necessary. WSP had produced interim recommendations which had gone to the traffic team, with detailed design to follow, including speed limit considerations. 
b) For road safety audits see 4d above.
c)It was also confirmed that no 3D image of the roundabout was available; only two-dimensional drawings existed within the planning domain.

Speed limits: Buildwas Road, Buildwas Bank and B4380
d) Gemma reported that the 20mph speed limit outside Buildwas Primary School had been put back onto the programme. Cllr Coleman noted that this had not appeared on a recent 20mph programme list and agreed to follow up with Simon d’Vali to clarify how the school speed limit work linked with the wider programme.
e) The group discussed the need to coordinate Buildwas and Leighton traffic calming, speed limits, school safety measures, and any related work so that the stretch of road was treated coherently rather than through disconnected schemes.
f)  Mark Thorn reported that the Shropshire Hills National Landscape (formally known as AONB) team had DEFRA funding to invest in the lay-bys between Buildwas and Leighton, with accessibility and safety implications that could require changes to speed limits. He had met Neil McDonald on site and asked that Gemma become involved because the proposals could interact with the Leighton traffic calming scheme.
Gemma confirmed that she had met Dave Gradwell from the traffic team and had attended a follow-up site meeting. She noted that some engineering advice may be required and that the speed limit element could potentially be accelerated, as it was within Shropshire Council's control. The likely approach discussed on site was to terminate the speed limit to incorporate the lay-bys, rather than extend it all the way to Buildwas.
g) The group agreed that a separate meeting would be useful to discuss the Leighton/Buildwas speed limit and traffic calming proposals in more detail and ensure they connected sensibly with the 20mph school proposals and wider road safety work.


Other Highways issues

h) Victoria Todd queried progress on a previous action for a face-to-face meeting with Simon Heath regarding his concerns. 
· It was confirmed that the meeting had not yet taken place. 
· Gemma agreed that she would share the road safety audit with Simon, arrange a meeting with him and, if necessary, involve the relevant designer to address technical queries. 
· James Crow confirmed that Harworth could arrange for someone from Harworth’s highways or design team to attend if Gemma advised when the meeting was taking place.

i)  James Crow advised that, in relation to concerns that works appeared to affect Simon's land, checks had been made and no works were proposed on his land. The issue appeared to be a misinterpretation of the drawing. Susan noted that clarity, and if needed an amended drawing, would be helpful

j) Victoria Todd asked about traffic issues around the Gaskell Arms junction in Much Wenlock. 
· Gemma advised that no immediate works were proposed, but she had resumed meetings with Much Wenlock Town Council and the local member to review issues in the town. 
· A feasibility study had been undertaken and the possibility of forward funding through CIL was still being explored, taking into account other developments coming forward in Much Wenlock.


k) Mark Thorn raised concern about a significant trough or settlement developing across Buildwas Bank near the layby on the right-hand side, in a location that had previously been repaired. He stated that the issue was more than a pothole and could present a safety risk, particularly for motorcycles. 
· The group discussed historic slope movement in the area and the potential wider relationship with hillside stability.
· Gemma emailed Graham Downes and Andy Oliver during the meeting. She later reported that Andy Oliver had confirmed that the issue was known, that there were two locations, warning signs had been put up and the matter was being assessed. 
· Graham Downes and Andy Oliver were identified as the points of contact.

6.Planning Update

a) Temporary Illuminated Sign
· Susan raised concern about a planning application for a temporary illuminated sign, noting that residents opposite the proposed location had already experienced significant disruption from the development. She said the liaison group should help identify and discuss potentially sensitive issues before they cause concern locally.
· James explained that changes had been made following objections, including a condition limiting illumination so that the sign would only be illuminated between 6.00am and 9.00pm. He explained that the sign was temporary and intended to support marketing because occupations remained below ten and sales were slow.
· Louise confirmed that the consent was conditioned as temporary for five years and included conditions relating to illumination levels and operating times. Susan reiterated that she was not asking to be notified about every application, but asked that potentially sensitive matters affecting residents be raised at liaison meetings in advance where possible, to help manage communication and trust.



a) Update from Shropshire Council
Louise reported that she had no further planning updates, but invited questions on any specific applications.

b) Update from Harworth 
· James reported that a family fun day/open day was planned for Sunday to coincide with the Ironbridge Rowing Club regatta. The event had been publicised on the website and parking would be free that day. 
· The car park had opened shortly after the previous meeting, although visitor numbers had been low. The first hour of parking was free.
· Victoria and Susan suggested that the car park and open space should be promoted more clearly, including through ‘Under the Wrekin’ and Facebook page, as some members of the group were unclear how to access it. James explained that public access was from Buildwas Road via the former main power station entrance and that signage on site directed visitors once inside.
· James confirmed that the development was continuing. David Wilson and Taylor Wimpey were both on site and their marketing suites remained open. David Wilson may have slowed down due to available stock, but overall market conditions were also slow.

7. Any Other Business
For Open Spaces see above

· Claire Wild emphasised the importance of holding meetings in person where possible and of continuing to hold at least some meetings on or near the site, particularly for Buildwas residents. 
· James explained that the current large site office was nearing the end of its life and due to be removed. A smaller office would remain on site but would only accommodate around four to six people, so future in-person meetings may need to be held at a local venue such as a village hall or school.
· Claire also asked about the school. James confirmed that the trigger point for notifying Shropshire Council whether Harworth would build the school was 50 occupations. The matter remained under evaluation.		
· The group revisited the issue of the commemorative tree that had been cut down. James had previously suggested that, if a particular replacement variety was requested, this should be fed back. No response had been received from Simon Heath. It was agreed that this should be recorded as an action for Simon Heath to provide the requested information to James
· The group noted the need for better liaison between Telford and Shropshire on matters affecting the boundary area.

8.Date of next meeting

	Thursday 17th September 2026 10am











Table of Actions
	No.
	Action
	Owner

	1
	Chase removal of remaining temporary signage near Buildwas.
	Gemma Lawley

	2
	Send email to drainage complainant with definitive report and relevant copy documentation.
	Gemma Lawley

	3
	Share road safety audits with Simon and offer/arrange a meeting, copying in Susan, Louise and James.
	Gemma Lawley

	4
	Clarify the 20mph school speed limit programme and link with Simon/David regarding status.
	Susan Coleman / Gemma Lawley

	5
	Arrange separate discussion on Leighton/Buildwas speed limits, lay-bys and traffic calming coordination.
	Gemma Lawley / relevant parties

	6
	Simon Heath to advise James Crow of preferred replacement variety for the commemorative tree.
	Simon Heath

	7
	Continue monitoring Buildwas Bank settlement/trough issue and liaise with Graham Downes and Andy Oliver.
	Gemma Lawley / Shropshire Council contacts

	8
	Consider improved publicity for the car park/open space, including ‘Under the Wrekin’ and social media channels.
	Harworth / James

	9
	Review venue options for future in-person meetings, such as Buildwas or Leighton village halls or another local venue.
	James / Sue Jones
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