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IRONBRIDGE POWER STATION LIAISON GROUP MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 28th JANUARY 2026, 10AM ON TEAMS 

 
MINUTES 

1. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES 
a) Present: 

Cllr Susan Coleman, Shropshire Councillor, Severn Valley Ward - CHAIR 
Sue Jones (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) -SECRETARY 
James Crow- National Director of Place (Harworth) 
James Connolly -Project Manager (Harworth) 
Claire Biddle -Regional Head of Planning (Harworth) 
Claire Wild, former Shropshire Councillor (Severn Valley Ward) 
Louise Evans- Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council) 
Gemma Lawley- Developing Highways Manger (Shropshire Council) 
Simon Heath - (Vice- Chair, Buildwas Parish Council) 
Victoria Todd - (Chair-Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council) 
 

b) Apologies: 
 Mark Thorn (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) 
 

2. INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR 
Cllr Susan Coleman welcomed all to the meeting. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 19th NOVEMBER 2025 MEETING 

Proposed-Victoria Todd.  Seconded- Simon Heath. The Minutes were approved by all 
present. 
It has previously been approved that in future the Minutes will be sent around the 
Group and agreed via email. This is to speed up communication to Parish Councils. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOVEMBER MINUTES 

Sue Jones asked James Crow to clarify details regarding the implementation of the 
Southern Roundabout on the Much Wenlock Road (A4169).  Planning Conditions 
state that it will be implemented 5 years from starting the development or 
occupation of 400th property whichever is sooner. James confirmed that the start of 
development was 2023 and only 2 houses currently occupied so construction was 
still many years away. 
 
Further matters arising to be discussed under ‘Table of Actions’ updates. 
 

 
5. ‘TABLE OF ACTION’ UPDATES 

a) Vegetation blocking signs 
i. Victoria Todd said that there is little evidence of vegetation around the road 

signs on Buildwas Bank being cut back. Even without foliage the hedges/ 
shrubs were covering up the signs.  Victoria stated that this was an ongoing 
problem and the Liaison Group needed to be listened to otherwise there was 
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no point in the Group. She asked what criteria was being used by Shropshire 
Council to not act and to say that there is no problem. 

ii. Victoria mentioned that some highway signs from the postponed works on 
Buildwas Bank roundabout were still in place and needed removing. She 
noted signs west of Buildwas village were still in place. 

iii. Cllr Coleman concurred that action was needed and robust words with 
Shropshire Council were needed. 

iv. Claire Wild stated that in the last 4 years nothing has been done regarding the 
vegetation suggested a regular maintenance program. 

v. Simon Heath confirmed that signs on Buildwas Bank were covered and 
causing problems with vehicles not seeing them so not slowing down in time 
for the Much Wenlock road Junction.  He had witnessed this problem. Speed 
comes up time and time again with Buildwas Bank and the need to slow 
down vehicles much sooner.  

ACTION: Gemma Lawley to take comments back to Graham Downes from the Group.     
She also advised putting complaints on ‘Fix My Street’. 
 

 
6 COMPLAINTS FROM RESIDENTS 

A. Lights affecting local residents 
 

a. Cllr Coleman reported that there is still an ongoing problem with light from 
the new street lights opposite the main entrance to the site affecting 
residents. She has received more complaints. 

b. James Crow confirmed that Harworth would amend the one lamppost to a 
shorter lamppost. Gemma Lawley has confirmed that this is acceptable from 
a highways point of view. The work will be done alongside works on the spine 
road through the site. Harworth are still finalising the spine road design 
details and technical approval from Shropshire Council still needs to be in 
place. No definitive date can be set as multiple stakeholders are involved but 
Harworth are keen to get on with the works once all the approvals are in 
place. Hopefully this summer. Swapping the lamppost cannot be done sooner 
as there are no Highways Works on site at the moment.  

ACTION: Gemma Lawley and Harworth to keep resident informed of when works will 
take place. 

B. Ongoing complaint regarding drainage 
Cllr Coleman had had a report from a local resident that drainage to his 
property was still not good. He states that it was made worse by works on the 
Site entrance and floods more than before the works. 
Shropshire Council have already looked into this complaint and from an 
engineering point of view they do not think the situation has been made 
worse by the works on the junction. 

ACTION: Gemma Lawley to take this complaint on and send a definitive report to 
resident and Liaison Group. 
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C. Complaint regarding debris and protruding branches  

A complaint regarding vegetation debris and protruding branches left behind 
after work to cut back vegetation for the proposed roundabout at the 
Buildwas Bank junction was discussed. 

ACTION: Gemma Lawley to report back to Shropshire Council 
 

7. HIGHWAYS/TRAFFIC 
i. Update on Buildwas Bank Roundabout including speed limits 

 
a. James Crow told the group that the drainage design for the roundabout 

was still ongoing. The 278 agreement is not concluded. (A 278 agreement 
is a legal contract between the developer and the Local Highway 
Authority to make necessary alterations or improvements to public 
highways as part of a planning approval). Once all confirmed then 
Harworth will put out a definitive timeline for works.  

ACTION: Once drainage design for the roundabout is completed then James would 
provide an updated timeline for commencement of works to the Liaison Group and a 
press release. 

b. Simon Heath updated the Group on the fatal accident that took place in 
December. Simon expressed concern that if the new roundabout had 
been in place and queuing traffic had been sat at the roundabout then a 
worse outcome could have occurred. He asked what Harworth had done 
regarding safety assessments after the accident had proven that this is a 
very dangerous junction. Is anyone going to reassess the safety at this 
junction? We have been asking for flashing signs and a reduced speed 
limit right the way back further up the bank and nothing has changed. 

c. Gemma Lawley stated that as part of the proposals there is a rigorous 
safety assessment and further reviews. She has contacted the police 
regarding this accident. The circumstances are still being investigated. She 
did meet with police and the traffic engineer to make an assessment 
about whether highway mitigation could have prevented the accident. 
The outcome was there were no highway mitigations which could have 
prevented the accident. 

d. Simon Heath stated that the future roundabout was not considered only 
the junction as it is now so how can a proper assessment be made? 

e. Gemma told the Group that the assessments are done on the current 
conditions. This process happens for any fatal accident. 

f. Gemma told the Group that the several processes are done to assess the 
safety of a design. It goes through the design process, a design review 
that’s through a safety audit, then a process of looking at any kind of 
departures that wouldn’t be up to standard. This is then signed off by an 
independent chartered engineer and senior managers within Shropshire 
Council. The recent accident has been raised. 

g. James Connolly confirmed that when it comes to the technical delivery 
side there is a design process. A three-stage safety audit carries on 
through the design and post design to check its all working correctly. The 



 

4 
 

speed of the road will have been looked at and the distance from the 
roundabout the speed limit is required to be, along with appropriate 
signage. This will be designed by Harworth’s consultants then go to 
Shropshire Council for technical approval. A third party will carry out the 
road safety audit. There are multiple layers of safety checks. 

h. Cllr Coleman stated that reducing the speed limits down Buildwas Bank to 
the junction should be implemented as soon as possible so that drivers 
can get used to the fact they are going to have to slow down.  

i. Victoria Todd said that what was missing from the discussion was driver 
psychology. She asked whether Shropshire Council Highways took this into 
account. She suggested a change in focus to look at what drivers do, how 
they think and feel. What can we do to stop them from driving fast down 
Buildwas Bank? 

j. Susan Jones suggested that traffic be slowed further back up the Bank 
which crosses the border between two authorities. She suggested a cross- 
authority liaison between Shropshire Council and Telford and Wrekin 
Council to discuss safety on Buildwas Bank. Cllr Coleman agreed 

k. Claire Wild suggested meeting between Council Officers from both 
authorities to discuss jointly how to reduce speeds and safety on Buildwas 
Bank. Also, vegetation maintenance can be discussed. 
 

ACTION: Gemma and Graham Downes from Shropshire Council to arrange a meeting 
with Telford officers and come up with a plan to bring back to the Group. 

 2. Update on Leighton Traffic Calming Measures 
a. Harworth were asked whether they could implement the traffic calming 

measures before works on the Buildwas Bank roundabout. Susan Jones 
stated that it is very frustrating as we have been waiting since 2017 for 
traffic calming measures in Leighton. They were promised by the Council 
before Harworth. It is good of Harworth to pay for them but its very hard 
to keep telling residents that they are coming then they don’t. 

b. James Crow clarified that Harworth are obligated to install them. He said 
their preferred option is to do the work as a package along with the 
Buildwas Bank roundabout works as it will be better value. It is something 
they will look at but linked to an extent to the roundabout works. James 
promised to give good notice of when the works will be done. 
 

ACTION: Harworth to put out a wider communication notice and press release to 
give everyone advance notice of any works. 

 
3. Other highway matters 

I. Claire Wild asked that Rachel Jones be kept informed regarding the 
Southern Roundabout. The discussions are really important. Drawings 
have been done for the scheme and drainage for it does go through 
her land. Although is a few years away yet, a two -way discussion 
would be good. She suggested meeting up with Simon Heath also at 
his property. 

    ACTION: Harworth to meet with Simon Heath and Rachel Jones at their properties 
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II. Gemma Lawley and Louise Evans confirmed that horse rider safety 
was taken into account in the design of the crossing by Buildwas Bank 
roundabout. 

8. PLANNING UPDATE 
 Discharge of conditions and current application 

• Update from Shropshire Council 
No live applications ongoing 
a. Simon Heath asked if ADC, the designers of the Buildwas Bank 

roundabout, had been told of the latest accident.  
b. James Connolly stated that the accident details will be fed back to 

ADC. The design should be as safe as can be. He will brief the 
consultant to make sure the right decisions are made regarding 
design. He said Harworth will make sure they do everything they can 
to make the design as good as it can be. 

c. Claire Wild asked about the Financial Assessment Monies and if a brief 
explanation of these would be useful.  Assessments are done every 5, 
10 and 15 years. It would be good to know if monies might become 
available so that a plan on how to use this money can be 
implemented. Claire also asked about the 106 agreements and a 
timeline of obligations. 

d. Simon Heath asked about CIL monies and when Buildwas would 
receive any. He was told that this would come from the builders not 
Harworth through Shropshire Council.   

ACTION: Louise Evans to provide information on Financial Assessment Monies for the 
next meeting.  

Claire Biddle and Louise Evans have sent a list of 106 agreements 
which are included at the end of the Minutes. 

• Update from Harworth 
Harworth are revising proposals for the landscaping of the main 
entrance to the Site. They are not going to plant it up until the design is 
agreed. 

 9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

• Update on Open Spaces 
James Crow stated that the open space is available to use. Barriers are 
being added to prevent caravans staying overnight . ANPR cameras will 
be installed in a couple of weeks.  
 

• Communication with residents. 
a. Victoria Todd said that Cressage had not had any updates. 

However, updates can now be received by using Benthall 
Grange website. See Below: 
www.benthallgrange.co.uk where residents can ask to receive 
email updates.  

10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
         Wednesday 25th March 2026, 10am at Harworth Site 

 
 

http://www.benthallgrange.co.uk/

