


IRONBRIDGE POWER STATION LIAISON GROUP MEETING
WEDNESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2025, 2PM ON TEAMS

MINUTES
1. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES
a) Present:
Cllr Susan Coleman, Shropshire Councillor, Severn Valley Ward - CHAIR
Sue Jones (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council) -SECRETARY
James Crow- National Director of Place (Harworth)
Claire Wild, former Shropshire Councillor (Severn Valley Ward)
Louise Evans- Senior Planning Officer (Shropshire Council)
Tabitha Lythe- Planning and Development Services Manager (Shropshire Council)
Jill Grainger (Buildwas Parish Council)
Claire Biddle -Regional Head of Planning (Harworth)
Victoria Todd (Chair-Cressage, Harley and Sheinton Parish Council)
Rachel Jones (Buildwas Parish council)


b) Apologies:
 Mark Thorn (Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council);
Gemma Lawley, Developing Highways Manager (Shropshire Council);
Simon Heath (Buildwas Parish Council);
James Connolly (Project Manager, Harworth)


2. INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR
Cllr Susan Coleman welcomed all to the meeting.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 24TH2025 MEETING
The Minutes were approved by all present.
It was approved that in future the Minutes will be sent around the Group and agreed via email. This is to speed up communication to Parish Councils.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE SEPTEMBER MINUTES
A Table of Actions had been produced and discussed during the meeting.

       8b. UPDATES FROM HARWORTH were moved up the agenda. 

Cllr Coleman asked James Crow to update the Group on what is currently happening. 
James provided an update on the development site, including the challenges on the site which has affected the sequencing of how works progress. He stated:
i. A full review of works ongoing and delivery of future phasing is now being undertaken between Harworth and Shropshire Council. 
ii. Positive progress as first residents now on site. There is a sales office onsite now.
iii. Public are now allowed and encouraged to visit the site. Access is via Buildwas Road across the bridge. There is a car park for visitors to use to access the ‘Open Spaces’.
iv. Work on Phase 3, the riverside plot, is ongoing and should be completed by next spring. Work has been delayed due to dealing with relic foundations from the old power station buildings and removal of the pulverised ash (PVA) from the site. 
5. ‘TABLE OF ACTION’ UPDATES
a) A complaint regarding drainage at a property local to the main entrance to the site has been looked into. Louise Evans stated that there was no evidence of a significant impact from the road works on drainage to the property compared to before the works were done. 
ACTION: If evidence can be provided that drainage is now significantly worse than previously, stopping the resident using the drive, then it will be looked into further. (Louise Evans)
b) There is little evidence of vegetation around the road signs on Buildwas Bank being cut back. Victoria Todd had put the complaint on ‘Fix my Street’ as advised.
ACTION: Tabitha Lythe to go back to Highways to follow up.
c) There is still an ongoing problem with light from the new street lights opposite the main entrance to the site affecting residents. Cllr Coleman was concerned that there had been lots of discussion but little action. Claire Wild stated that previously it was discussed that there are options of using 2 different types of cowls to reduce the negative impact of light on the properties. These were to be tested but nothing done as yet.
ACTION: Tabitha Lythe will follow up with Gemma Lawley and come back to the group with information. Mitigations will be discussed at the Highways Liaison Group meeting and trials of mitigations to take place. Report back to Cllr Coleman
d) The Memorial Plaque near Buildwas Bridge is to be moved nearer the Site. As yet it is not on the landscape drawings. Louise Evans stated that new plans will be coming through as part of the ‘Discharge of Conditions’. Not live yet.
ACTION: Ensure the memorial plaque is incorporated into the landscaping plans (Claire Biddle)

6. COMPLAINTS FROM RESIDENTS
See above in ‘Table of Actions’
   
7. HIGHWAYS/TRAFFIC
i. Update on Buildwas Bank Roundabout
Cllr Coleman stated that communication from Harworth had not been great particularly regarding the roundabout works this has caused confusion and worry for local residents. She asked when Harworth would be starting work on the roundabout. Cllr Coleman said communication from Harworth should be improved.


James Crow told the group:
a. Harworth had to make the decision to postpone due to legal and technical issues around drainage. It looks like the starting date may slip back until the middle or end of 2026, however, work will be completed by the occupation of 180th property (legal 106 agreement). 
ACTION: Once drainage design for the roundabout is completed then James would provide an updated timeline for commencement of works to the Liaison Group.
b. To improve communication with residents the Benthall Grange website would be updated and used to channel a news feed. www.benthallgrange.co.uk where residents can ask to receive email updates. 
ACTION: James to send Sue Jones the details on how to sign up on mailing list. This information to be shared on local WhatsApp groups and Parish newsletters.
c. Cllr Coleman asked when timescales are known regarding Buildwas Bank Roundabout, could Harworth or Shropshire Council put out a press release.
ACTION: It was agreed that when works are about to start there will be a press release (James / Louise).
d. Jill Grainer asked whether horse riders were taken into account when designing the roundabout as it is the crossing point for a couple of bridleways. Louise Evans confirmed that it was a requirement of the road safety audit and so will have been looked into.
ACTION: A review of whether horse rider safety and bridleway crossings have been adequately addressed in the roundabout design will be undertaken and reported back to the group. (Louise/ James)

ii. Update on Buildwas School car park
Rachel Jones told the group that work to improve the car park behind the school will take place over the February half term 2026.

iii. Update on Leighton Traffic Calming Measures
Gemma Lawley unfortunately could not attend the meeting to update the group. Sue Jones did ask James whether the works could be done before the Buildwas Bank Roundabout works. James told the group that potentially they were planned to be done by the same contractor alongside the roundabout works. Whether it can be separated into 2 contracts needs to be looked into.
ACTION: James would look into the possibility of starting the Leighton traffic calming measures before the Buildwas Bank roundabout works. 

iv. Update on Southern Roundabout
James updated the group stating that the southern roundabout will not being implemented until for many years. It has to be in place by the 400th occupation. There is no final plan for the design and no legal agreement             
(section 278) yet.

v. Other Highways issues
a) Victoria Todd told the group that there was a flood on the Much Wenlock side of Buildwas Bridge. Rachel Jones confirmed that there was a water leak from the Buildwas Park Estate which has been sorted.
b) Cllr Coleman updated the group on the pothole on Buildwas Bridge which is getting larger. Cllr Coleman has been regularly reporting this and no sooner it is fixed the hole reappears. The persistent pothole was reported again 3 weeks ago and an emergency repair was implemented. Unfortunately, the repair has broken down. Shropshire Council have told Cllr Coleman that there is a problem with the waterproof lining of the bridge. A full closure of the bridge will be needed to undertake a full repair. This is scheduled for 2026 financial year. Cllr Coleman has asked if the work could be brought forward as it is now urgent. All agreed the work was urgent.
ACTION: Shropshire Council being asked to look at urgent temporary fix. Tabitha Lythe to chase up with Andy Wilde
c) Rachel jones asked about temporary road signs being left behind with no work due in the short term. 
ACTION: Tabitha Lythe will investigate and arrange removal of any redundant signs that are no longer relevant. She suggested redundant signs be put on ‘Fix my Street’ for Shropshire Council to look into.

       8.a   PLANNING UPDATES
	  Discharge of Conditions and current application.
·   Update from Shropshire Council
Claire Wild asked whether the Shropshire Council planning portal site relating to this development could be simplified. There are numerous planning applications relating     to this development on the planning portal. Could they be set out in a more user-friendly format? Tabitha Lythe confirmed that there is a procedure Council have to follow to maintain the public record. This unfortunately cannot be changed.
ACTION: Claire Biddle to look at Harworth’s own website,   www.benthallgrange.co.uk to check it is updated to improve communication with residents.
      9.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Update on Open Spaces
James Crow updated the group. Phase 1A car park off the river bridge is now   complete and the open space by the river is now accessible. ANPR cameras will be eventually installed to charge for parking, but presently no charge. He suggested the public come and see the site and what is going on. 
Regarding sports pitches, James stated that these will not be in use in the imminent future. Work is paused due to workload. They are to be in place by the occupation of the 250th property.
· Communication with residents
See under 8b Harworth update.
· VLR update
Nothing to report
· School update
By the occupation of the 50th house, Harworth will decide if they are going to build the new primary School with the secured 106 monies or whether they will ask Shropshire Council to deliver the school.  The school has to be delivered on site by the occupation of the 250th property. The school plot is linked with Phase 3 B and removal of the ash to create a clean plot (2027).
10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
         Wednesday 28th January 10am on Teams
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